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Ferrari took their 599GTB, a car 
many felt was already close to perfection, 
and improved it. Launched at Geneva in 
March 2009 the 599 HGTE is both a new 
model in the illustrious line of Ferrari front 
-engined V12’s, and an upgrade package 
for those lucky enough to already own a 
599GTB.

The HGTE (Handling GT Evoluzione ) is 
aimed at the driver who demands the most 
in dynamic driving and driver feedback 
with a sporting edge. 

As the name suggests the changes and up-
grades centre around handling and driver 
feedback, however their have been numer-
ous tweaks to the engine and transmission 

electronics as well. Shift speeds have been 
further   improved (reduced to 85ms) and
engine electronics settings have been refined 
to balance with the new change times to 
improve accelerator response and therefore 
acceleration times.

On the handling front the changes have in-
cluded stiffer springs and rear anti-roll bar. 
Calibration of the magnetorheological shock 
absorbers in the sportier settings of “SPORT” 
and “RACE” of the manettino have been bal-
anced with the other changes to allow sharper 
cornering. 

The ride height has been lowered by 10mm 
which considerably impacts the car’s centre of 
gravity. The stiffer springs and anti-roll bars 
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•	 Rear wheel drive
•	 60º  V12
•	 5.999 liter 
•	 3722 lb
•	 620 hp @ 7600 rpm
•	 205 mph 
•	 0-60 mph - 3.7 seconds
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(now 25mm diameter)  increase suspension rigidity 
by 17% at the front and 15% at the rear. 

New three piece modular wheels  with forged spokes 
are lighter and when combined with new tyres 
specifically balanced to the suspension provide 8% 
more grip and reduce un-sprung weight.

The 599 has received several visual changes as well. 
In the cockpit there is new leather, black Alcantara® 
and carbon-fibre trim. The carbon-fibre seats are 
trimmed in leather with black Alcantara® inserts and 
the seat backs expose the carbon-fibre as a visual ef-
fect.. “Handling GTE”. is embroidered on the head-
rest with the Prancing Horse.

Externally the new 20” split-rim wheels feature 
with their diamond-cut and matte silver finish. The 
matte black rear diffuser highlights the new chrome 
exhaust pipes. To further distinguish the HGTE 
there is a new design for the front grille with a 
chromatic treatment and burnished Prancing Horse.

To top off the changes the silencer has been aurally 
tuned to make the Ferrari V12 sound even more 
exciting....

Rod Halligan

COTD -> www.car-of-the-day.com



Ferrari
2009

599
Exotic

Italian
H

G
TE

2

Ferrari 599  HGTE 

Year	 2009
Production 	 tba
Price 	 $ 287,000 US

ENGINE

Configuration	 60° V12
Layout 	 Front-mid Longitudinal
Induction 	 Natural
Valvetrain 	 DOHC, 4 Valves
Fuel feed 	 Direct Fuel Injection
Displacement 	 5999 cc

Power 	 620 hp  @ 7600 rpm
Torque 	 448 lb-ft @ 5800rpm 

BODY

Aluminum body over Aluminum chassis

Weight 	 3722 lb dry

Length 	 183.7 in 
Width 	 77.2 in
Height 	 52.6 in

Wheelbase 	 108.3 in
Front track 	 66.5 in 
Rear track 	 63.7 in

DRIVE

Rear Wheel Drive 

Transmission 	 6-speed  transaxle paddle		
	 shift  - F1-Trac stability and 	
	 traction control 

SUSPENSION

Front	 Double Wishbones - 
	 magnetorheological dampers.

Rear 	 Double Wishbones
	 magnetorheological dampers.

WHEELS / TYRES / BRAKES

3 piece 20” modular forged spoke wheels 

Front tyres 	 245/40 ZR 20
Rear tyres 	 305/35 ZR 20

Front brakes 	 15.7 inch carbon ceramic 		
	 with 6 pistons calipers
Rear brakes 	 14.2 inch carbon ceramic 		
	 with 6 pistons calipers

Steering 	 Rack & Pinion 
	 w/Power Assist

PERFORMANCE

Top speed 	 205 mph

0 - 100 kph 	 3.7 seconds
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