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Ferrari 550 Barchetta Pininfarina

Ferrar hadalot o ceebrate in 2001.
A hat-trick of Formula 1 Constructors
Title wins, the first time since the mid 70’
as well as the 50th anniversary of the their
most famous collaboration with Pininfarina.
It was also the year of Pininfarinas 70th
anniversary and in honour of the event Ferrari
produced the 550 Barchetta Pininfarina.

With just 448 examples built and numerous
significant changes over a standard Maranello,
the 550 Barchetta is indeed a special edition.

The Barchetta is very much a sun lovers
car with no more than an occasional
removable roof panel and softtop for
weather protection. This solution is very
much in keeping with the original Barchettas
of the ‘50’s where creature comforts
were at best rudimentary. In exchange
for the sometimes inconvenient solution
a Barchetta owner gets the open air aural
delight of the V12 and a classically
styled front-engined open top Ferrari.

The 550 frame received structural brac-
ing to ensure the loss of the roof did not

damage the dynamics associated with
the superb Maranello. Rigidity remained
close to that of the Coupe with torsional
rigidity at 10,8501b-ft/degree, and flexional
rigidity at 691bs/inch.

The most visible change to body-chassis
assembly besides the obvious removal of
the roof and new rear deck with head-
rest humps is the cut down windscreen
frame. Four inches were removed from
the height of the frame, the top of which
is painted matt black to further give
the “Barchetta” feel. The reduction in
height to the frame results in a stronger
structure in the event of roll over. At the
other end of the cockpit further rollover
protection is provided by twin hoops
above and behind each passenger seat.

Power is provided by the same 5474cc 65 degree
V12 as the Coupe. The engine produces
485 bhp /362 KW at 7000 rpm and 569
Nm / 420 ft Ibs of torque at 5000 rpm.

The engineers managed to keep the
overall weight to the same as the coupe.

Ferrari 550
Barchetia Pininfarina

+ 2001

» 448 produced

* Rear wheel drive

* 5474 cc / 334.04 in®

» 357.9 kw / 480 bhp

+ 321.80 kph / 200 mph

The added structural bracing was balanced by the
removal of the roof and the simple lightweight
temporary top solution. Unsprung weight was
lightened though and the Barchetta gives an
excellent overall dynamic balance.

The 550 Barchetta Pininfarina’s also received
distinctive Ferrari badging on the wheelarches
plus two-piece alloy wheels and a unique aluminum
fuel filler cap. The car was available in any colour
in the Ferrari range.

Rod Halligan
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Ferrari 550 Barchetta Pininfarina

Year 2001

Production 448

ENGINE

Type Tipo F133 V12

Layout Front mid Longitudinal

Induction Natural

Valvetrain DOHC, 4 Valves

Fuel feed Direct Fuel Injection

Displacement 5474 cc / 334.04 in3

Bore 88 mm/3.5in

Stroke 75 mm/3.0in

Compression 10.8:1

Power 357.9 kw / 480 bhp
@ 7000 rpm

BODY

Aluminum Alloy Body on Tubular Steel Frame

Weight 1690 kilo / 3725.8 Ibs
Length 4554 mm/ 179.3 in
Width 1935 mm/76.2 in
Height 1278 mm / 50.3 in
Wheelbase 2500 mm/98.4 in
Front track 1633 mm/64.3 in
Rear track 1585 mm/62.4 in
DRIVE

Rear Wheel Drive
Transmission

6-Speed Manual Transaxle

SUSPENSION

Front Double Wishbones

Rear Double Wishbones

WHEELS / TYRES / BRAKES

Front Wheels F45.7x21.6cm/
18x8.5in

Rear Wheels R 45.7 x 26.7 cm /
18x 10.5in

Front tyres 255/40ZR-18

Rear tyres 295/35ZR-18

Front brakes

Rear brakes

Ventilated Discs
Vacuum Assist & ABS
Ventilated Discs
Vacuum Assist & ABS

Steering Rack & Pinion

w/Power Assist
PERFORMANCE
Top speed 321.80 kph / 200 mph
0-60 mph 4.3s
BHP/litre 87.69
BHP/Tonne 283.69
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